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Virginia Citizen Corps presents
“Safe Made Simple” [image: home_depot_logo2[1]]
A Family Ready Pilot Contest
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· To enter the contest, use your imagination and resourcefulness to create an emergency preparedness kit for your family for three days for $19.99 or less!  You probably have most items already at home!

#1 Create an Emergency Kit for a family spending “$19.99” or less
#2 Fill out a family emergency plan and wallet cards
#3 Take a clear, close up family photo
#4 Enter the Contest by the end of the day, December 31, 2013!

First-and second-place winning families will be recognized in person and acknowledged on the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM) State Website (www.vaemergency.gov), VDEM’s EM Update electronic newsletter and FEMA’s national website!
Contest Rules…. A Family Contest! [image: home_depot_logo2[1]]


· Contents of your kit can be donated, items you already have in your home, and/or some purchased for this contest. Any donated items remain in your kit and should not be there just for the purposes of this contest.
· Do not forget to include the basic items for pets, children and those with access or functional needs (if applicable).
· There are no limits as to the size or type of container you use for your kit, as long as its contents do not exceed the cost of $19.99 or less. Be creative.
· Use Twitter, Facebook and Email to encourage your friends, family and others to create their own kit and emergency plan and fill out wallet cards. Get EXTRA POINTS when submitting your number of followers and friends along with your tweets, emails and Facebook posts!
Enter the Contest!!
· Email complete Contest requirements “at one time” to contest@vdem.virginia.gov on a PDF file:

· SUBJECT LINE “MUST SAY”: SAFE MADE SIMPLE CONTEST
· Include your name, address, and best phone number to contact you
· Submission must be complete with:
· A clear picture of you and your family/pets next to your kit/s, and: 
· Hold a copy of the completed Ready Virginia family emergency plan and wallet cards. Make your photo get our attention! 
· A paragraph written by you not to exceed 125 words explaining why you entered this contest and how you achieved your goal. Don’t forget to include your social media outreach as described above.

· A panel of judges will review submissions by February 28, 2014
· Selection of winners will be based on originality, resourcefulness, and inventiveness in doing the most with the least for ($19.99) or less as well as Twitter, Email and Facebook outreach.
· Ready Virginia is a great resource and guide for more preparedness information. See www.ReadyVirginia.gov, although all you basically need has been printed and provided to you.

· HELPFUL HINTS FOR YOUR OUTREACH…. LEAD BY EXAMPLE- A FAMILY CONTEST:
· Once your family has met all the rules of the contest to include the family picture with your kit, plan and wallet cards, send that photo to others to follow YOUR EXAMPLE.  The following have their own contact lists to reach out through: school PTA, house of worship, scouts, clubs, organizations, and associations. Do not forget colleagues at work and people your family do business with. Think globally! Track your number of tweets, Facebook and emails and submit your entry by the end of day Wednesday, December 31! Put the photo on the email itself along with your 125 word essay, not as an attachment. Have fun!

Two prepared and resourceful families will win, but all participants are winners in our Safe Made Simple Pilot Contest just by entering and spreading the word!
Linda Rubin
Citizen Corps Program Manager
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) State Coordinator
Virginia Department of Emergency Management
897-9789 - Linda.rubin@vdem.virginia.gov
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